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Abstract

Ahmad Ghazali was one of the great Sufis of the 5™ and 6'" centuries AH.
Different branches of Sufism have benefited from his worldview and
teachings directly and indirectly. According to most mystics, in addition
to natural sciences, he also mastered the esoteric sciences and was a
pioneer in the field of practical mysticism. A careful review of Abul
Fotuh's works reveals that he has presented innovative ideas about the
foundations of theoretical mysticism and many teachings on mysticism,
thus providing a comprehensive program for truth seekers according to his
occult intuition and findings.

This study is conducted through library work and with a descriptive-
analytical method to examine Ahmad Ghazali's views on mystical manners
and his educational points and innovations. The research data are extracted
from the Resaleh al-Toyour, Mokatebat, Resaleh al-Einyeh and Wasaya
collections. The results of the research reveal that Abul Fotouh has
described the journey of the seekers to the court of God in an allegorical
and symbolic manner. In his narration, there are also talks about the
needlessness of God, divine grace, the position of sacrifice, divine
attraction, and divine favor. In his other works, he has written about divine
inspirations, seizure of time, seeing the unseen, telling the truth, rejection
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of carnal desires and mammon, mental purity, and the criteria of divine
justice.

Keywords: Ahmad Ghazali, Persian works, Mystical behavior, Didactic
worldview.

1. Introduction

Ahmad Ghazali Tousi was a prominent mystic living in the 5™ and 6™
centuries AH and the older brother of the great thinker Abu Hamed
Mohammad Ghazali, who was familiar with the sciences of his time such
as syntax, rhetoric, Hadith, and principles of jurisprudence. In addition, he
was also a trendsetter in the school of Sufism and an expert in this field.
After the death of his father, Ahmad Ghazali was placed under the
guardianship of Abu Ali Ahmad Razkani, and then he met great mystics
such as Abu Bakr Nassaj and Abu Ali Farmazi. Mystic paths including
Sohrevardieh, Abhariech, Kabroyeh, Ne’mat Al-llahyeh and Moulavieh,
benefited from his teachings through his disciples.

Ahmad Ghazali had Shafei religion and an extraordinary skill in
preaching. He mastered the natural and occult sciences (Hedayat, 2002, vol.
1: 258). There are many works of Ghazali in Arabic and Persian which
demonstrate his high scientific position in the field of mysticism and
theology. In this research, the mystical behavior and specific teachings in
Ghazali's Persian works, in particular, Resalat al-Toyour, Mokatebat,
Resaleh al-Eynieh and Wasaya are investigated along with the analysis of
his opinions.

2. Methodology

The current research, which is based on library studies and carried out with
a descriptive-analytical method, examines the ideas of Ahmad Ghazali
regarding mystical behavior as well as his educational points and
innovations in the collections of Resaleh al-Toyour, Mokatebat, Resaleh al-
Einyeh and Wasaya.



3. Results and discussion

From the viewpoint oftruth seekers, Solouk means passing over
reprehensible words, actions and morals and replacing good manners with
bad ones. When a seeker of God rids himself of bad traits, puts his pride
aside, and lets his existence turn to God, the rays of knowledge shine on his
heart and he finds out the facts as they are. In this state, the seeker dies of
his existence and, with the existence of God, he reaches purity. In other
words, after realizing the stage of annihilation, he steps into the stage of
divine survival and gains perfection. The perfection of the seeker is nothing
but good words, good behavior, good morals and knowledge. Resaleh al-
Toyour by Ahmad Ghazali, is a beautiful reflection of his speech, a work
by a great mystic in the field of mystical behavior. Abul Fotouh talks about
the birds that are overcome by pain and have heard the call of Erjeii. They
want to reach Phoenix by breaking the shackles of mammon from their
divine spirit.

In this research, the teachings on mystical conduct are investigated in
link with several issues including servitude, carnal desires, hijab, solitude,
acts of Thursday nights, grief, negligence, purity, remembrance and
glorification of God, and facing the world and the past.

4. Conclusion

Khajeh Ahmad Ghazali is one of the prominent elders of Sufism, who has
original ideas about mystical conduct and its teachings. He has addressed the
journey of truth seekers to the court of God symbolically. Also, he allegorically
narrates the story of some birds whose desire for truth arouses them to fly in
search of Phoenix. They go through many hurdles and difficulties, and many of
them perish until they reach the vicinity of the Phoenix. But it shows no
tendency for them. At the end, God’s grace helps them. Another point is that the
birds must reach the point of death to meet their friends who died on the way to
the Phoenix. In this story, there is also a talk of divine attraction, and those who
did not walk on the path to God are excused, which is indicative of Ghazali's
Ash'ari mindset.

However, Ghazali asks seekers to accept any punishment from God and
seize the time; they should hear the song of Erjaei and stand up chivalrously to
help others, realize the divine deposit within themselves by introspection, and
avoid being captured by appearances like the devil. Practicing Sharia is a
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principle of walking on the way of religion, although the result depends on
God's grace. It is also up to man to fulfill devotion and not do anything other
than the right, except when needed so as to attract attention .

Mystical conduct is an act of chivalry, and chivalry is to overcome the carnal
desires that entrap the seeker and prevents the divine message from reaching
him. So the seeker should avoid any distractions, pride in his worship and acts,
and the idea of perfection. He should also lay hopes on God by surrendering to
Him, persist on ablution and cleanliness, and say “La Elah-a Ella Allah” a lot.
Seclusion from aliens and the tactic of mentioning His name takes the seeker to
an ascension. In Ghazali's opinion, the seeker should look sad before God
because grieving, appearances work more fruitfully than anything else. Another
point that Abul Fotouh makes to seekers is rejecting the world and thinking
about the future and divine punishment. He also speaks about God's justice and
the results of human actions. According to him, humans wake up from the sleep
of ignorance with the divine justice.
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