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Abstract

Nazhat al-Oqoul is replete with verses and poems that have found their way
into a text without the poet's name. This text consists of forty chapters, in
each of which, in accordance with the story narrated, the author has
included verses in various forms. The present research has examined these
verses using an analytical-descriptive method. In the text, poetry has been
used ninety-seven times, with the Quatrains being the most frequent poetic
form. In Nazhat al-Oqoul, there are thirty-four Quatrains, twenty-eight
single verse, sixteen stanzas, eleven mathnavis, and eight poems in the form
of odes and sonnets. Out of these ninety-seven poems used, sources were
found for thirty-four of them; verses from Sanaei, Khagani, and Nezami
were found repeatedly, and poems from poets such as Ayn al-Quzzat
Hamadani, Mu'in al-Din Asam, Seyed Hassan Ghaznavi, Baba Afzal
Kashani, and others were included too. Most of the poems used in the
Nazhat al-Oqoul text differ from the published versions of anthologies.
Furthermore, there is a dispute over the attribution of some of the poems
used, and Nazhat al-Oqoul is helpful in this regard.
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1. Introduction

Nazhat al-Oqoul fi Latai’f al-Fosoul is a text belonging to Abu Tahir
Mohammad bin Mohammad Yahya al- Aufi. It is an unknown text for
which there is no date of writing or the name of the author. Only one copy
of this text exists in Ayatollah Marashi’s library with number 9084, which
Iraj Afshar and Javad Bashari have edited for the first time. Regarding the
oldness of the text, Iraj Afshar (2011) believes that "it is not later than the
eighth century”. Ali Safari Ag-Qaleh (2011) considers the text to be by
Aufi, the author of Javame al-Hekayat. He believes that, considering the
similarity of the author's name and the shared elements between Nazhat al-
Oqoul and Javame al-Hekayat, the author of both texts must be the same.
Rouzbeh et al. (2023) express doubts about this claim. This text includes a
short preface written on one page. The preface mentions that the book was
written for the pleasure of God and was not dedicated to anyone. Following
that, forty chapters on mystical topics are presented, each containing
relevant narratives.

2. Methodology

The data collection in the present research has been library-based and
through note-taking. In this study, the poems in the text are examined
through an analytical-descriptive method. These poems are anonymous; the
poet's name is not mentioned anywhere in the text. By extracting the names
of the poets and their poems, the verses have been analyzed and compared
with the published anthologies of the poets.

3. Results and discussion

The use of poems is a prominent feature of technical texts. Nazhat al-Oqoul
is an instance of technical prose that employs certain poems appropriately
for the text. In the introduction to the edited version of this text, Iraj Afshar
(2011) speaks regarding the names of the poets with the statement "The
author has not mentioned whose poems he has quoted, and, if some of them
are his own, he remains silent”. In a couple of rare instances during the
editing process, he has referred to their sources, but, in most cases, he has
not mentioned the poet or the source of the poem. In a short article, Ali



Safari Ag-Qaleh (2011) also points to the authors of some poems in two
instances. He has compiled the poems used in prose texts up to the seventh
century in another work. Undoubtedly, one of the valuable poetic works
used in prose texts is by Ag-Qaleh, entitled "Stray Poems in Persian Texts
until 700 AH”. However, in many cases, he has only mentioned the poems
and the texts in which they are used. He acknowledges the important point
that the names of the composers of many of the verses are not mentioned.
According to him, "This information is included only if the source text
explicitly mentions the name of the composer or the name of the work (or
both)" (Safari Ag-Qaleh, 2015). Additionally, this book does not address
the disputes and differences between the authors of some of the verses. In
this regard, it can be acknowledged that the authors of the poems in the
Nazhat al-Oqoul text have remained unknown. The present study seeks to
resolve some of these ambiguities. Although the poems used in this prose
are numerous, the current research focuses on those for which a source or
sources have been found.

4. Conclusion

In the prose work Nazhat al-Oqoul, poems are used for ninety-seven times
including thirty-four Quatrains, twenty-eight single verses, sixteen stanzas,
eleven mathnavis, and eight instances of forms suitable for ode and sonnet.
In thirty-four instances of these poems, a source or sources were found. All
of these sources date back to before the seventh century. Most of the poems
in that text are by Sanaei, Nezami, Khagani, and Baba Afzal Kashani. Poets
such as Ayn al-Qozzat Hamadani, Mu'in al-Din Asam, Seyed Hassan
Ghaznavi, and Badil Sajawandi are quoted from without their names
mentioned. The oldest poet included in Nazhat al-Oqoul is Asadi Tusi, who
has mentioned a single verse from the Garshasp-Nameh. The rest of the
poets lived within a specific historical period; all of them lived around the
second half of the fifth century and the first half of the sixth century. Thus,
it can be concluded that the author of the text cannot have been later than
the seventh century. There are disputes regarding the attribution of some of
the poems examined in the course of this research. It has been found that
the stanza by Moin al-Din Asam takes precedence over Ebdal Balkhi.
Additionally, in the editing of a Quatrain by Baba Afzal Kashani, a



Journal of Kavoshnameh in Persian Language and Literature Vol 25, No 62, Autumn 2024

hemistiches of which Nafisi had refrained from editing, the text of Nazhat
al-Oqoul can be helpful.
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