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Abstract

One of the main issues in Sufism is the stages that the truth seeker must go
through in his inner journey. The examination of mystical texts from the
beginning to the seventh century shows that there was a difference of
opinions among mystics about the number of steps on the path of the
spiritual journey. These steps are reported to be from at least three to ten
thousand in number. Sheikh Rozbahan Baghli is a mystic who has a unique
point of view about the stages of conduct and its levels. In this article, the
researcher firstly collected Rozbahan's scattered opinions about the stages
of conduct. The data were extracted from the books Abhar al-Asheqin,
Risalah al-Quds, Ghalat al-Salekin, Sharhe Shathiyat, and Kashf al-Asrar
va Mokashefat Al-Anwar. After the data analysis, the stages of Rozbahan's
conduct were identified. A search in Rozbahan's works shows that his
accepted conduct has three main destinations, namely human love,
annihilation in divine love and existence. The first and second stages
consist of twelve positions, and the final destination involves two positions.
It seems that the three concepts of beauty, love and manifestation exist in
all the levels of Rozbahani's conduct and have an inseparable connection
with his intellectual system.

Keywords: Rozbahan Baghli Shirazi, Practical mysticism, Stage, Human
love, Annihilation in divine love.
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1. Introduction

Throughout history, humans have shown a consistent desire for spiritual
exploration, seeking to uncover the depths of existence. Central to this
pursuit is the concept of stages within the spiritual journey, which is a
fundamental aspect of mysticism. Islamic scholars acknowledge the
existence of these stages, recognizing that truth seekers must navigate
through various levels so as to achieve communion with the Divine.
However, an analysis of mystical texts reveals significant disagreement
among scholars regarding the number and nature of the stages in a spiritual
journey. From as few as three to as many as ten thousand have been
reported so far; the interpretations vary widely. Sheikh Rouzbahan Baghli
(d. 606 AH) stands out among mystics for his unique perspectives of these
stages and their significance.

2. Methodology

This study aims to consolidate Sheikh Rouzbahan's views on the stages of
a spiritual journey, drawing from his extensive writings such as Abhar al-
'Asheqin, Risalat al-Quds and others. Employing an analytical-descriptive
method, the researcher analyzes these perspectives to elucidate
Rouzbahani's intellectual framework and the progression of the spiritual
journey.

3. Results and discussion
Rouzbahan's works diverge from conventional Sufi terminology, favoring
the term manzil (abode) over magam (station) to denote the stages of the
journey. He conceptualizes abodes as passages through which seekers must
traverse, each offering unique challenges and insights. Rouzbahani’s
spiritual journey, in its entirety, comprises three primary abodes, including
human love, annihilation in divine love, and existence with God. Within
each abode, Rouzbahan identifies various stations that seekers must
navigate before progressing to the next stage.

The first abode, centered on human love, encompasses twelve stations,
including Olfat, Ons, and Wodd, among others. The second abode,
involving annihilation in divine love, also consists of twelve stations, such



as 'Uboudiyyat and Wilayat. In contrast, the third abode, focusing on
subsistence in God, features only two stations, namely Tawhid and Ma'rifat.
Notably, Rouzbahan emphasizes the intrinsic connection among love,
beauty, and manifestation throughout the spiritual journey. Whether in
earthly or divine love, seekers encounter beauty as a conduit to deeper
understanding and communion with the Divine.

4. Conclusion

Rouzbahan's comprehensive spiritual journey encompasses three main
abodes, each with a unique set of stations. Love, beauty, and manifestation
serve as the foundational elements permeating every stage of the journey.
Through a meticulous analysis, this study has highlighted the intricate
intellectual landscape of Rouzbahan's mysticism, elucidating the
transformative nature of the spiritual quest.
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