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Abstract

Phrases and poems in formal literature are written on the body of cars as a
feature of the modern world. While showing the encounter between the
modern and traditional worlds, it can be considered as a type of folk reading
of formal literature. In this reading, the literature is usually separated from
its format, type and style, and it appears in a different space. This research
is conducted based on the genre theory, layered semiotics and the opinions
of people like Kristeva and Debord. It compares the writings on vehicles
with other sub-genres and performances of art. The results show that folk
literature in the modern world is in confrontation with formal literature and
the world of tradition. Writings on vehicles are, indeed, a facet of traditional
culture and literature which shows a different layer of texts with guild
characteristics. Also, according to the features and signs that are close or
almost identical to the classical and new varieties, the phenomenon of
writing on vehicles is a literary sub-genre. Considering the connection of
inscriptions on vehicles with the body of the vehicles, the structure of the
texts can be analyzed from Kristova's point of view. Based on him,
inscribing on vehicles is an attempt to overcome the car as a semiotic
feature or to turn to emotional expressions as symbolic texts. In a sense, it
is a revolt that is formed in the intertextual space between semiotics and
symbolism.
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1. Introduction

This research is a theoretical study of "inscriptions on vehicle” and a search
of the reasons for it as a subculture that was formed with the entry of the
car. The study formulates it as a "sub-genre™ in the realm of Iranian popular
culture and literature. Although writing on vehicles is a new subject it has
similar features to other genres.

Inscriptions on vehicles are the result of exposure to or public reading
of the past culture and literature, having led to the reproduction of different
texts with their own characteristics within the Iranian folk literature. This
genre is the result of mixing the types and styles of formal literature.
Inscription on vehicles has also created a tool that is a combination of
writing and performance. Because the bodies of cars and roads in this
context are suggestive of semantic layers, it is possible to consider cars as
a symbol of the modern world and modification versus the traditional
culture and literature.

2. Methodology

This research is based on genre issues, layered semiology, and Kristova's
theory. Inscription on vehicles has been analyzed and compared with some
sub-genres and performance art. Inscription on vehicles is a new subject,
but it has almost identical features in common with other sub-genres of art.
According to Kristova's theory, it is a revolt, and Walter Benjamin views it
as the "aura" of classical art and literature. Kristeva proposes semiotic and
symbolic aspects in literary language. Based on it, literary language is
symbolic, systematic, coherent and logical. On the other hand, semiotic
function, like that of poetic language, is associated with changes in the rules
of grammar. Between these two symbolic and symbolic realms, there
emerges revolt. Influenced by Guy Debord, Kristeva talks about the modern
commoditized society that is devoid of soul and is dominated by the
machine.

3. Results and discussion

Inscription on vehicles has taken its identity from literature and seeks to
somehow reduce the dominance of the machine and objectification. This is
also the reason that the texts written on vehicles are mostly poetic. It



confirms Kristeva's claim that classical poetry is like a semiotic entity and
turning to it in the form of inscriptions on vehicles is like a revolt.

In the approaches of "layered semiology" and "performance art",
inscriptions on vehicles make those cars become a signifying and meaning-
making textual layer. As a result, they cause the collapse of the concept of
the car as a symbolic thing. Also, with this revolt, they turn a vehicle into
an aesthetic thing.

By drawing upon traditional poetry, inscriptions on vehicles reproduce
the discourse of tradition. From the perspective of cultural studies, with a
change in traditional poetry as a different genre and a sub-culture in conflict
with the flow of authority, those inscriptions sometimes even break the
norms. Of course, today, inscriptions mostly on urban cars are
advertisements for goods instead of literature; that is, the body of a car
represents commaodification.

Like any other sub-genre, inscriptions on vehicles follow certain textual
rules and lend themselves to different approaches of criticism and analysis.
This is because they are a version of the texts and genres already existing.
In this new version, lines and verses are separated from their original text
and turned into another text, which reminds the reader of "The Death of the
Author" theory.

4. Conclusion
This research sought to find out a) the reasons for the emergence of
inscriptions on vehicles and b) how they became a sub-genre in the Iranian
popular literature. Based on Debord's words about the empire of the car as
asymbol of commodification in the modern world, the car can be seen as
an image of Kristova's symbolic thing. On the other hand, inscriptions on
vehicle, which are the interpretation of emotional, inner and literary
expressions, can be considered semiotic. Writing on the body of a car is an
attempt to overcome the function or role of the car (a symbol) or, in
Kristova's term, arevolt.There is a revolt between the symbolic and the
semiotic. Cars are used as a text layer for romantic illustrations; this type
of depictions can be seen in the ShahrAshoob genre.

Inscriptions on vehicles are the popular reading of culture and literature.
This reading is done by a group that is itself a subculture of the modern
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world. Therefore, it can be seen as a confrontation between the modern
world and the world of tradition. In the popular use of car writings, the rules
of formal literature are usually deviated from. However, movement from
popular culture and literature towards formal culture and literature is
contrary to the opinion of Shklovsky and Bakhtin, who consider popular
culture and literature as the source of formal culture and literature.

To explain inscriptions on vehicles as a sub-genre according to the
characteristics of various types of guild literature, commercial messages,
and performance art, one comes to the conclusion that car inscription is a
sub-genre in the realm of folk literature.

The important issue regarding inscriptions on vehicles is the
consideration of vehicles as layers for a text; just like in performance art,
where the author's body is alive, the inscription writer and the readers of
the text are both alive and form a single unit. Indeed, the car, the driver, the
road and the writing on the body of the car collectively make up the text.
The body of the car becomes a context for the text. It is fundamentally
different from the paper because the paper does not play a role in the text,
but the body of the car plays an active role in the text.
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