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Abstract

In issue 53 of Kavush Scientific Quarterly, there was an article under the
title "Introduction of the text of Madayeh Hosseiniyeh and examination of
its prominent stylistic characteristics”. This article has evaluated
TazkiratBaghi in two historical and literary parts. TazkiratBaghiis about the
life, praises and construction measures of Mohammad Hossein Khan Sadr
Isfahani (1239-1174 AH), who was the chancellor of Iran in the last few
years of his life during the reign of Fath Ali Shah.

The present study is a critique of this article, which, along with its
structural introduction, identifies its shortcomings and problems. It
examines the article in terms of structure and content. It reveals its problems
such as the name of the tazkirat and the author, date of birth, occupation,
the time of Isfahan's rule, the balance of history and literature, the
background of the research and other issues. TazkiratBaghi is the most
important document of architectural and urban planning measures in the
city of Isfahan and some other parts of Iran and Iraq during the Qajar
period.lt is also a source rich in chronogram, which is one of the missing
items in the article.
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1. Introduction

In Issue No. 53 of the Kavosh Name quarterly, an article entitled
"Introducing the Madayeh al-Hossainiyya Text and Examining Its
Prominent Stylistic Features™ was published.

2. Methodology

The article, which spans 35 pages and appears to be derived from a doctoral
dissertation, is structured into two main sections following a six-page
introduction and overview. The first section, comprising three pages,
addresses the “historical and thematic value” of the tazkereh, and "Then,
the literary aspects of the Tazkereh have been evaluated over approximately
22 pages. In fact, the most extensive section of the article is this last part.”
representing its principal strength of the article. It explores the stylistic
characteristics of the tazkereh across both intellectual and linguistic
dimensions, offering an novel aspect to the field of tazkereh-studies.

Particularly noteworthy is the section addressing statistical frequency,
which, through quantitative analysis, illustrates clusters and visual satellite
within the similes. This part Is noticeable and could prove beneficial for
future research. Otherwise in other aspects—such as the Tazkereh writer's
approach to the poetic types of poets and the assessment of poet’s mastery
of literary over genre types—the article claims that "no similar example
has been reported in other tazhkeres to date” (Ibid., p. 87), whereas there
are numerous similarities in the tazkerehs of this century.

In any case, the efforts of the article’s researchers to analyze the
tazkereh's scientific and literary content, along with their work In reviving
its manuscript version, are commendeble. It is hoped that the field—
identified and introduced decades ago by the late Golchin Ma’ani (Golchin
Ma’ani, 1969) and further advanced through the editing of several tadhkiras
by the late ‘Abd al-Rasul Khayyampur (e.g., Gorjinzhad Tabrizi, 1964;
Danbali, 1964; Mahmud Mirza Qajar, 1964; Ahmad Mirza Qajar, 1967;
Khayyampur, 1961; Hoval-Komi Mirza, 1965)—will continue to be
developed. Apart from the limited efforts of Foroughi, most such texts have
been neglected, even though they can help reconstruct missing links in the
history of Persian literature.



3. Results and discussion
However, several points in the article seems that it's worth correcting.

1. Correction of Names and Titles:

a. The title of each tazkereh and its author is primary identifying elements
of that work, which should be accurately recorded for proper cataloging
and subsequent identification. Throughout the article, the title of tazkereh
is referred to as Mada’ih Husayniyya, whereas the correct form is Mada’ih
al-Husayniyya. Furthermore, reference should have been made to its
original title, Mada’ih Aminiyaa.

b. The author's title of tazkereh appears throughout all the sections of the
article as “Isfahani.” However, the correct name is ‘Abd al-Bagi Musavi.
Therefore, it should be recorded either as “Musavi,” “‘Abd al-Baqgi
Isfahani,” or, if brevity is necessary, simply as “Baqi."

2.Correction of Errors Related to name and details of the Patron
(Mamdiih) i.e Sadr Esfahani:

For instance, the date of his birth has been recorded in 1185 AH. Where as
certainly Sadr was born in 1174 AH— i.e. eleven years earlier than the date
provided.

3. The article's budgeting, is unbalanced. While the claims of the article
originally focus on the “historical and literary recognition” of the tazkereh
(p. 78), these two sections are highly heterogeneous, because they show a
ratio of 3 pages to 22 pages. As example this tazkereh contains
approximately 200 chronograms and, some of which encompass entire
poetry, meaning that all verses equivalence to a single history. Like the 60-
verse gasida by Sahab and the 36-verse qasida by Rahi Isfahani.
Furthermore, different chronograms within the same construction
sometimes vary from one another, but In this introduction lacks any
mentione of such diversity.

Beyond the chronograms, this tazkereh is as a significant resource for
examining architecture and urban development in Isfahan during the first
half of the Qajar period. It also discusses the construction activities carried
out by Sadr in Kashan, Karaj, Najaf, and other holy sites in Irag and It's
chronograms have been presented. However, the main focus of the tazkereh
remains on Sadr's activities In Isfahan.
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Additionally, certain other historical information offered by the tazkereh
appear to have gone unnoticed by the article’s researchers.

4. Conclusion

The article "An Introduction of the Text of Madayeh al-Hossayniyyah and
an Analysis of Its Distinctive Stylistic Features"— and examination of it's
distinction «despite its comprehensive examination of the text and generally
accurate stylistic and historical deductions—encountered some errors in
certain areas contains several oversights, which are identified as follows.

1. The correct name of the tazkereh in both the sources and all existing
manuscripts is Mada’Th al-Husayniyah.

2. The accurate birth date of Sadr is 1239 AH, not 1185 AH.

3. The claim found in the treatise Dastir al-‘Iqab regarding Sadr’s initial
occupation is incorrect; his actual accupation was that of an supervisor and
trezureres in Isfahan.

4. The correct order of Sadr’s appointments was first as Beglarbegi
(governor-general) and then as governor of Isfahan. Historical and literary
texts all confirm this sequence.

5. The article’s unbalanced budgeting has resulted in only one-seventh
of the article being devoted to a historical and literary Cognition of this
significant tazkereh, thereby overlooking main and fundamental
information, the detailed historical and cultural Cognition found in
approximately 200 dated chronogram.

This volume of chronogram makes Mada’ih al-Husayniyah tazkereh
one of the most important documents concerning the architecture and urban
development of Isfahan and its surrounding areas at the beginning of the
Qajar period a work that has no equivalent among heritage and documents.
6.Points regarding history of literature are mentioned exclusively in
this tazkeren and some other tazkerehs from this period—such as
the Tazkereh of Samar—have collectively borrowed those from this
tazkereh(Mada’ih al-Husayniyah).

7. This tazkereh is as one of the principal sources for the researches of
Professor Huma’1 in the composition of several of works, such as The
History of Isfahan and the annotations on Majma“ al-Fusaha.



8. Contrary to the article's claim, the cause of untimely death of the Grand
Vizier according to the Risalah-yi Lubnani, resulted from physical abuse
and Sadr's humiliation inflicted upon the Shah’s order
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